
TheBonon Mamthon:'t! all aboui the prombes

BY FELrx WoNc

onsidering how I waJjuhpi,,g with
joy and spcakins in rapid-fitu [ng'
lhh whilc tcllirg somc fiicnds fiat

I was going to rur in ihe Boston Mararhor,
I suppose tlty could bc fotgiven for bcing
mistaken abour my hotiqrions for pa.rici-

'tue you going to ry to break your
pmonal rccordi ' prcddcd oneofthem.

"Willyou bqr roce ADsuoDg?" aked

A friends 6-yer-old son hd the b*t
qu6tion. :tue you gonna win?"

"Un, no," I replied. Iahjursoingb
have funl Ih going to look arcund, shoor
sone photos, od wel in dE qperienc."

'Ilough6llp 
I added, "Oh, md beat

Ii wd d 6ier answer, alier .1, thd to
dplain exacdy why I m so excited to run in
$e mnuat 26.2-milel; in Bemrop., rhe
Cndle oflibeny, the Athens ofAmeria. To
*pbin thedlureofthe Boston Mamthon
woltd Equire giving a hisory lson.

For imtue, tne rre is tle oldst mual
hdathon in dE world, begiming in 1897.
Inspired by the lint noden-day maatlon
conpetition h€ld in the 1896 Ol/hpi6. the
Boston Mmdbn also pays honage to led
R*ret midnight ri& Mning of rhe move-
m€n!5 of tl'e Brirbl tumyin lZ5. In faa,

fifi*lt",'"..''''N"'

thc cv.nt is hcld on Ptrriots' Day, rhc ftild
Monday of ach Apiil-a MNachuseft

The acei, I l2-yed history is i-lso 6lled
ynh bre, rdgihs6om ihc cxploks ofjohn
A. Kelly-rhe 1935 dd 1945 winnerwhod
eventui-Uy conpleie the ncc 58 times,
including a rccendy a 1992 when he w$
84 ro the s@d,l of Rosie Ruiz, who
'won'rlt womcnt nce in 1980, only to be
disqu,lified da) later *hen .n invatigation
oncluded she did notun mo" of the rm.

It is ns manthont history that nakes
Bo$on holy ground to runrirrgenrhusi-
or mud tne wodd, a Maca to wher a
pilsrinare i ,lho$ a saded dury'lhe ncc
js also a rite of pssige for distee runnds
beduse it is tle o,n/ hrjor mnu.l manthon
in tle United Stat6 thri rquires a qualifyiDg
tine iespclive ro onet .ge.

For exmple, nen /oung* thm 35 hus
m a eftGed hddDn oursHn.h s ihe
Colondo Methon in Forr ColhN that ivs
runon May4 in 'o more rlan 3 hous, l0
minuts dd t9 s@nd.s. ID my 6., I qu,li'
ned by Irdins a 3:03:24 at the Si. Geolge
Mdathon in Utah lst Ocrobei

tuodrr-but much ls commor-
medrd ro set !n rhe hddDr is to alply
for one ofa lihited nunb{ ofspots g@ted
to chditis. thir ir how Mike Huclahee

I rflded ulon how ii smingly
t@k De I 12 )'ds of t@ining mr bulr oF
to qualifr c I gathoed at dre stm of the

Boston M@$on on Moudala April2l in
Hopkinton, Ma.

" fiis ii n, rhis is big time," obsened my I
fticnd EddiHnc of 23 runncn from Fort
Coll;n-o*c found ounclvcs in a honlc ofr
ndt 25,000 of the istest haradDre$ in
rhc "odd. Loning overhead ** one of thc I

od cheen by speotor od the runner

'Ile 
6m halfcmingly wert by quickly,

o the course ws predominody downhill
and rhe lets sdl 66h. I clickcd oFdost of
these milsir lhe low st@ mjnlte-permilc
rMge sill feling good by lhe midwaypoinr

This w$ dP.ciallt due s we Pa$ed
by veldley CoUese, where the shieks dd
sdm ofthe lod)'. roung Vellaley won-
m toerbetated otrrost ofovergrom nees
rowerins ahove ihe paleneni. An, the fmed
"S.rem'Iunnel. HeEI r& on the ight
ede oftle mad md high'fired 99 percent of
the women llned up on tnat side.'Ihme who
did not oFer rheir hods often blry ki$6,
md tor ona in my liie I fek like a supe ro
for doing nothirg nore do ronirg like a
mu being chud by a nbld dog.

If I mr swed to feel lihe I lad pm-
sesed uy supdpower, howfler, ftat
illuio. ws quickry dinsuisled d I besd
ro.r6t ovd rhe NeMon HiIs beMeen Mil6
tG21.

B/ Mile I 8, m/ ,rudr ftE on dE verse
of Mpins wjd, €very $ep dd-widl eight
mils to grit wd aLsdy time to limit
ny lose. My velocity had slowd to a nere

H
-t

ubiquitou Adida ri8ns wiih irophadonal
n6%6 nis on. rcld, Gcndemen, stan

]})c mobiliq,-impaired {including
shalcttd nccB nned fi(t.1l€ elire rui-
!c6 b.Bu nqt, follNtd bv a prucession of I
rune6l@m d,en 6p<rivc cdnl' Bsed I
on my qualifrng timc, I wsedcd ih cor- I
r.l No. 3, moing thlr I nscd tlrc race a I
ouple ninuts alier t}c clte. Each fooatep
owr thes&tinslincwa gkercd by whoops l
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hile. ByMilc2l,I
.st d th. blip in,::
rlc md lovrngly

br.{ HiI wifrout

nugh bardy

dr d..{,Dhlt.+!

dunirs wii. hoplq dn ldy quldr
E&?i. f'oE lo.king up tigher thln

a vi!.. As Bctont tunous rcd, whie td
:Gqosigncrn into ftI Yicw I lncw
6nish qEs g.rdlg do6€. t .bo tncwtlt�t

toEplding dr E . w$ $iI Dpt e nat@

t'k for g@.cd PhcF-{dd a ha6,
ro go-I ew p.llmodhllol,lu rn

'lsd oDto r $$!ch.r.
But s I rcund.d th. fird.comcr offo

Saet aad srw drc finql blueand-

sold BstoD l,&nthon bm.r, I knry I
ttd s.t dcrc. Ar I shund hy feet low|'d
6nislli'.' I lok€d iro'ind andbarkd .

in th. E@6 .pplausc by cb'id! at lesr
pcople dap lnowing thn-fioal$-l
mad€ it to, and complctcd dE fabled

My 6!d tinc s$ 3:28.46-a c$ult I
pl6.d wirh @!6idedng,tl&l{lEend
empi,s-Quad Crisb df dE liuldght 1

And ifyou must ark, no, I dld not l{,iri
roe, and y6, I fniihed nearly 38 min-
i adrift of Lnc! &tnlnong in whar m


