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f  ton l j  roolonegrcn. | ' ] ,un a l lJ0 seond,  "or t !  - roonfr tm

I  "hr '  I  hd.up. .  red J la lons \k i ing i r  nor  l ike r idrnt '  b ikc Jnd in

I , t ' .  - ' *  y . . '  " , * .  t  l ,a  l * r  becn L downtr i l l  reorr '  I  h :d rotso-

"l'hq," I sieled at the boaom Actualry' I hu$ercd sone other

fou-leaer word. Althougl I somehow mmaged ro sal upright during

that !un, hy msginal tulnjng od bnking skllls nemt that I had iust
dscend.d ihe hjli t!. fi6t *a/, .s jn rhe straishFlss atow approacfi'

8y tJre time I had comc to a stoP, m)'hedt ws thumpinglikea drum

ard mv pal-' had btoken out in a cold sweat lt took another mi'ute lor

my labord beathiogoslow dowd and foradrenrlinc 1€vcls to 'ciurn to

Itturncd out to bc agood ide,, rhei,10 cone to the Edora Moun'

tijn Resori to fine-rune (OK, relearn) hy ski skills beturc I hit ihe back-

colntry to do sohc.lPinc touing lfcr in thcsclson llld(m-in Ncdor-

land west of llouldcr-i5 thc closc$ dorv.lrill ski rcstri b lrort Cdlins tt

rbortT5 hilcssouthwest The drivc is fanly str.iShrforwrd goi'gdovn

Interstate2t aM the Diagon,t Highway udrilColo l II past Bouldcr'

wherc thc road windsthrough a st€ep, n*'owcin)on witrr curves 6ardc
lr\ r grcat drivc for spons crrs in thesrDncn btrt i white'knucklcd rliiir
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-it lca* icc is a' in*potive,l6s rcairyins w.y r,r scto Eldon-

hkins rhe Rt 'D hus f ton \Val  t rxndl ' l rhSkdinBouldcrrodrcrc-
sorrn nrln lodgt A ride is $3 75 and buses run rcusbl)' cveLv 6vo ho!$

Alicr I ariled a. Eldod ind Prrcl:rscd a lili tickcL ($59 ibr r i:ull'

dav adult ticket when purchrsed on sitc or $51 tionr Sefervrv ot King

Soopdi,l notd tht ticcalse I hrd arile,i l F.ldoron x weelid'v, thc

rwds wer pr cry sparc. llis wrs good for mc rs ir ncrnr i:cwer pcoplc

to evrde rvhilc going dorvtr rhe\lopcs
Eldon hes aNordicCenrer lirt .rosv.out u y skiins rnd lbour 10

grcen (e8icst),28 blue (inrerncdiate), nnrc bla& Gimcuh) md 'igh!

doublc dimond (nm diflicult) downhilt rcutes. Being a novice, I ws

perfectly ontent wirh sticking with the green routes ${ had nmes su'h

s Esrriy, Snail, loxtail, Bunn)fai!, ud Ho Hun.

My 6st ski ruo, d I neitioded, ws dyiiin8 but holrum+ve'

ifl muased to sd)"erticat Afrer d1a! I decided the lirst thing I shoutd

work on wu speed conool. Plow, plw, plow" beeme mv manrn+v

pecially sih.e I wdnt very good at tunins /ei $ I des'endcd with ihe

skis pointed inwdds likc a wedge
Alio my firt dozrn runs, I decided to work on P,raUel tums KeeP-

ingmy la,ees bent and the skis Pefectly aligned iboursixinchcs ap{r' I

hesr  r rnrerr inA pm*u, .  to  rhe o l r  :dc 'k  ior  rhe I  Jrn " rd D'ompdv

fellon ry burr. I so' Jp 5{ied ,norhcr 200 feet rd 'Lc.c, 'inl) did

somelhing lsmbling .n S{urn bcfore succumbingto a Emeof chicken

wi(h i rapidly apploaching tec, jn which the trcewon as I smegicallv

rook. frll at the re.y l,s sccond
'tuc yor atl right? 
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wnncss rrv ourof-conllol inri6 daht i! lront of hei
''Grcrt,'l rplicrl, rddingund* my brcrth, in bruises inltictd

I hc rust of thc dry wrs md lowcr t t bcanrc lrtcr ir drc r|tcrnoon,

thc tcDp@turcs diPPcd, ind thc (oNds thinncd our tuiih'r Srow

bcgan m fall lighdy, adding to thc tanqdl dmosP}rde lclhaPs xs a

rcsirlr "f being ̂"rc rclucd,I did no morc butt-plants irtto the srow rnd

ltgrn nunnrgat lerst * well as r drcPPingertwith three &eelv pivotins

I rvdppcd up drc day aftcr my 2l$ tun weaing. grin of'onte'r

ncnr, hrving cnjoyedr dryi*ofrh oi quqwhnc powder.longwith

rl,c satisfrdid) ofrun(hl,dins how (o slti nlid.ll.lhis is I'ot to srv mv

sklskills couldt ust.r lrtdc norc lineruniig" b.forc I hiI the bluc runs

or thet'rckcounry. Ar lers vith rhe clo* proriniry ofFl'l'n rnd hs
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