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KIP Tl  Pr  At tendinq a loca

communi ty  col lege lor  a year

or two before t fansier  nq t0 a

four yedr !n vers t)7 can save

tens of  thousands o i  do la |5

So can qraduat  nq in  three

Vears b\ /  combin inq h iqh

schoo AP c dsses wrth ext fa

coleqe co! .ses.  ROTC scholar

ships can w pe out  i !  t ion

costs even at  some e te pr i

BAI{K ONE SAIARY
Ev!R1 MonN rNc I  load
my two kids on the schooL
b$ at  811i ,  a lLowins n1c

ro s€t to work bY 9 o clock
.od leave by 3 PM. By work-
ing aroirnd thelt schooL
schedule, I don't pay for

chiLd care Y/e livc on my

husband's salary a.d bdnk
all of my income, dividing
r berween our savings and
their two.ollege-savLngs
plans. Andtet Hall,

CUT THE FEES
I  oRrcrN^rr-Y sei  up t29
college savinss piaos for my

rwo childreo thrcugh a brc-

k€r, but drcn realized tl]e

fces 1v€.e too high l m pi.n'

DinS to swi tch to.< l l tcct
plan tarseted ro Neqjersey
.esidents like nyselt It hds

lowcr fees dmn the btoker-

sold plan. The added sweet-
encr ofa scholarshjp ofup ro

$1,t00 to €ach beneficiary is

enough to make me switch
-Bob iulth, Btkth, NJ

SWAP HOMES
O U R  F A M T L Y  v A c A T I o N

to Europe proves that being

^ fina'cidlly as$te
lllilElll ;"^. , .. "*",,1urryr;;;.;",;,"
pinching pennies \ve used
frequent-flier miles and

saved abour $2,200 on arr-
hre. Then we exchanged
homes for d nonlh's stay in

burope rhn t  sJv€< l  u5  An_

other $3,200, for a srand ro-

$l of $5,400. -Ki Alhtl,

K I P  r l P !  T o l o n  a  h o m e  e r

charge,  check out  HomeL nk

lntef  nat ional  (wwtr ,swdPnow

.com;S90 Per \,ear lor a Web'

on y membership)  or  ln tervac
(www.intef vacus.com; 579 Per
year for  th€ Web onl ) r ) .  The

Caretaker Gazette (www.care

takerorg i  S3o per  Yeal)  has

on ine ads lor  house_si i t inq
qigs,  or  yo!  can sLrbscf lbe to a

bjmonth y pr in t  vers on ror

529.95 a year.

AIRFARE BARGAINS

REAP REWARDS
I  r i A R N  l o I N T s  o N  m y

B^nk of Aorerica \ro.l.l-
Poins credit cdrd fo! evefy
dol lar  l  spcnd. l 'or  a t r iP I i r

p l .oning to Asia, l  saw rhat
it would h^ve cost me

85,000 poins p lus $2t0 i .

tdcs an.l fecs-dre cquiva-
lent  ofmore thad $1.000
I wouldnt have earncd fre-

.tueoFflier miles on mY
ftight, and I couldnr find

aareat one anyway. so I

decided ro cash out lhe
r00.000 poiots Ior  $1.000
and btry the ticker myseLl
Wliile Looking for the right
flight, I st$hed the money

in my ING Direct sav,ngs

account. which errns 4.5%.
Whcn I chargc the fl1ght
to my card, I ' l lea ln points
o! my card aod miLes widr

whichcve! ̂jrftre I fly.
-l\,1it] KinE. Lexfugr)t, K!.

l ( lP T lP:  Visa dnd Master
card chafqe a r% fee ror  P!r
chases made in a lore gn

c!rrcncY. Most major credit

card ssueE pass a lof9 that
iee,  pLus.n addl i ional  2olo
when a purchase mls i  be con_
verted nio dol ars. caP tal
one's  no_fee P at  num Pres-

iiqe Mastercard (877 304

2066; www.c.Pitalone.corn)
chafges neltlrer fee and has a

ow,79oi variab e rate.

a year by flying

TRAVEL AND CARS
Europe firr lcss, credit-carcl bonuses,
\Wcb-site bargains, off-leme vehicles

or San Antonio, bodr of
which are closer to our
Ilane. -ltalab and Deotte

T hanp! on Pftqmi I k,'te'

KIP TIP:  Toi lnd ow cost

airfares, qo to Kayak.com. t

w l !search more than 120

sources ior the best lares on
f  ights eavinq up to ihree
days b€fof€ and after Your
idea t fav-o ldate.  In  a rush?

5l te59.com puts ioqether  last_

min! te weelend packaqes

,BE iIY HOUSEMATT'
V/HE|' I co on ertended
rraveL, I often strbler my
home. I posr an ad on
CraiSsiist.con sayins Be
nry housemrte for a week

and rhen hale tlre €l]rt
home to yoursel( ' By livins

\ajth dr€ person,I put my

mind at ease rhar he o! shc
is trusrworrhy, and then I
luve som€one ro Look aft€r

tbe house. The rent he\,s
offset lhe cosr ofmy tf.vcl
-Felix Wanr, Foi Callin!

TIMESHARE TRAVET
I  BoucH'r '  A or t -bedroom
rimeshare for  $r , t00
rhrough an ad in dre Prper
rco y€46 aao. By Pu.chasng
a nemb€rship wirh RCI. a
tin€share exchange. I can

rrdde the unit tor odlers
worldwide. I ve gone.o
Disney World twice, Mexi-
co. the Caynan lslands. rhe

Bahamas and lons oi
orher  p laces. I  have
trvo smaLL childreo

have been abLe to aI�
ford tLrese vacarions


