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Workd
Ilorsetooth Reservoir provides worldclass bouldering and an unriyt

BY TELIX WoNG

lI b Dy ridt ws a buddi lollins mund on
what looked like a makohift mars, od
on h)' leii ws mo$€r friend lachins ftr a

bas of! 6!e white pDwder and mufterirs somerhins
abour "wmring 

!o do some cr&k."
Bcioie )'otr think rhey weE ergaging iD illicit

acrivig' at a wild, druglaced parq. ir should be nored
that we wde outside, in broad daylishr, md the oit/
rocks around were oftie Dakou und*one qpe.
nor @caine. Ar dxt point we were "high" 

onll in
tle iite,,l sense of the word, havir8 hlked to a spor
a nundred feer above Centennisl Dfie, w6r ofrort
C.llin( r. dn ""h" ]..,n/;"-



i

"ft's 
sEat |o be back on some E 1 rcck asain" l

€x.laimed. Durins fie {ttea the only dinbing we

had done {6 iside a hated g,nnai@. V4lile ihat

was f,rn, colorfti, plrtic holds ju" do not ftrl s good

u hishlv axtured, nineralid boulden NeidE! does

Ruo;cnr lishtins comPft to wun ul-spctru

n. ofthe brillimt, Colorado sun' or leqcied nitro_

gen od oxygen puped out ofa funace veaus the

f6h air ofthe Great Ourdoors.
Biack fabric-@vered floodDg also @not comPete

wid, the vi.w ofHorstoodr RdeNon gListe'ing be-

low, blue s dre sly above. And lhen $ere is a maner

Bould*inst doc@entd root date ba& to the

iate 1800s in;e Unired Kinsdom, Frsce ud ltat
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Phoro bY F.lix lltong

TheviewofHolseiooth Reseruoir from Piano Rldge



nndy as a torn of mining for clinrb*s. ft Msnt
nntilthe secord hrlfoftne 20rh cenlury wlenJin
Gill-a marhemadciatr dd d3teu gvhnarwid€ll
rsudcd as d,e fdrh* ofNlodcn Bouldering advo
oed bouldeLlng s alegitimatspo( !r aDd ofi$elt
soon dre,e rvs i n.\y senenrion ofboullerers, in,
cl' ins the likes ofRich Borsbd andJiin Hollowa)..

It j$t $ haprreDcd .h.t cill, Borgnan ard Hol
lNrv spent mu.h ofrlicir tihe esablishn,e n$r boul,
dd probtehs h the 196ft.nd 70s in For Collini.
Sincc tnen, rne$e{sidc ofdlc Itorserood, Rcseivotr
his b.cnre.osnized br puLiicrtions su.h ar,(d.r 4
Id Mdtd.iie x\ one af tlE tap bouldern€ renucs in
rhe rvo d, includji€ classic prcblcnrs $1.h:s Menral
Blo.kmd PiDch Overhrhs 3t Rotary l,tk and d,c
'Ibitft (lh,nrlxr'Iirydle near 38F rnd Cenrenni.l
Ddvc.

On thir dx), we did nonc ofrhose dssics bcc{6e
\ve w{e r rirno R sr (rbout , quILd hile north ol'
3sE:rlonqtltr- eas sidc olCcntennd D,ivc). Il(sides,
dDsc l,rotlcn,s would hxve becn bcrdrd our rbiliris.
Bouldeing has irs olD ritingslstcnr, nnging ftom
v0 to a bos dilficul V I 6. \ve loclscd on easicFlcvcl
,ou's ir.lulirE 11.oi llex.h (V1+) rn(l 1)lrtu llidge

l)$pit hbngo. somcofihc cJ.id probkn\
1 ws gl.d we brcushrr qarh prd, $ I wis mrhns

EooJ usc ol ir,lilling oflloolllcrcl) rltrcc i,ncs
bcforc fisuring our r su..e$firl scqucncc oi*rcrchirg,

stcppingdd n,rnrLirgto hrle rto the top. Boulder
cs genemlh should noi so hisher fian I0 15 fee!
and rlehisherone scrics,lne moft e$cnrial tt is to
have a sponc mdr dash pad ircaseofahll.

A:ide fronr r crash pad, boulderirg D.edslnde
qdpmenr, nrlud irg rock .limbing sho( rvitl soli
ubb.rsoles dd (ottiorrllJ, a bag ofchalL chrr crn
be us.d tonelp keep $vcrq,lhds dry Unlikc rock
climbins wh.t onc rscnds to heighh ioo dangd
' h  o . . ,  . n  p '  r ' ' l ' " u '  o f (  . , n  l  1 c  "  L o u , l .

irg (qunes alDror Do rrup tihe.
trdee{I. boulde,ing r s!.h d efici.nr }oilout

dr3t xlicrr neie 45 ntirurs, r,),l;rerns wc,. sore
enourh io do only one mor prcblch: ltoof(i?ck
(Vl). nris pbtlem em ed j3r!rn)s ones hands
nro 3 drrceiD.h wide oick bclorc tlckirg Dyftcr
olt xnd over x Lo$' overhmging rcrnnr, prlling up
wnn rhr biceps, d luDgi,,gb.the top oi rhc,ocli.
I hrnaSed ro cohplde n on ,n) 11(r q,, drd in in
cn\tr{ti.rhoy ol {,.cAs, 1 pun,ped my rns rp to
thc sly rnd pro.ldncd licro,I

Ir tuncd ouL thr "doin6 .ncla' rvrs rni.cwry ro
cnd d,c dr1, rehirvingr nlunlhjsh unrivrlcd b) in)
i l lCgdldNE.

tili! Wory n r,0rlo, M0th6tuti,lnn
O i"J. Hi' !{er,l hl.( n uJili,unrg&rt inll lt dtt
tuta t&d11Jt,rjLhr&,\.d,n. tttoR itln "dti."
rb7* bo,Ur,tsnt H"t.t.hth.t" hJtu,d fl /ttry://
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