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Still the Leader
Among Big-Tube
Bikes

BY FRED ZAHRADNIK

112 BICYCLING

EVERYONE IS DULLISH ON FRAMES WITHT OVERSIZE TUMES, BUT
Cunnondale hius munaged to stay shend of the herd <in¢e pio-
neering heat-irepted nlummmm wllvy conswuction Y years ago
From the heginnmg, the compimy ignored charges that ft tubes
were ungainly and welding wosn't us good os osing lugs. Jt just
hept moking (and selling) blkes while former crtics began inim-
Jucmg oversize alumimm frames 0 their lines

Cannondale’s Pro Seeies road racing mexlels showcose the re
(inements the company has made through the yoors. As we'll see,
however, this doesn’t mean it has achieved perfecuon.
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Cannondnle offers 2 versions of (ta read fromes, The SR des-
ignutmon indicates road recing geonetry and dismeters, whils SC
menns criterium-sfyle, Thero ofe 4 mogels of each

When Capnondale chinged 10 08 3.0 frame dessen in 89 it
hoosted the down-tibe dinmeter from 175 e 2 inches, the fop
b frome 137 w0 LS inches, and the chunstays from | oo |32
bwehes: Tn addition, the head tube angle was steepened and the
thuinstays shortened, The rebull was the most rigid fmme ever
measured on gur Termmiula frome flex mochine, und it weighed
just 3,4 pounds {38-cm siza),

The SC veruion netokng thus desion, bt Canpondale recopnized
the aced for & more classic oad geametry with added comfort.
Thus, last year it de-
veloped the SR ver-
sion with help from
its sponsored racers
The down tube was
pared to 1.6 inches in
diameter. The fork
rake was increased,
and the head angle
was slackened to 73
degrees (vs. 74.25).
This, along with
longer chainstays and
wheelbase, mellowed
the handling. Also
new on both versions
is a bolt-on derailleur
hanger. It can be re-
ploced if damaged ina cruah, saving the frame.

Hew well does Cannondal meel ity goal of moking the SR
“fast, comforabbe, and stable over long divtances”? I voo de-
fine fiest by o direst, unyielding link besween vour power stmke
undl the pavermsnt, st o {5 1 you're the big. strone type who
wornes hat frame Nex during o sprint & climb puight cause an
wvwanted shilt or sloppy control, fear no more. The larger the
vize, the more supenar Cannondule's ngidity compared 1o con-
wenmional frpmes

How about comlon” For o [45-pounder ke me, ulima stiffoess
i5 oveekill Thoagh [ hae wiippy mmes, | don't need the most
rigid prodaction bike on eanh w batnés my hocsepower. Bul
gven hough the SR has o more Spactin ride than mamy frames
T'we fried, Cannondale’s alumnum fork proviedes more smooth-
mess than the steel one it formetly used, And remember; ¢hang-
ing to shghtly fater nres cin soften o bake's nide more than &
chanyee in framee (material

There could be an even betler solutson 1o the needs of lighter
rders, Chver the years, BICYULING editors have wished (in print)

Cannondale cantilevers the

chainstays for rigidity and less weight.

that Canpondele would produce an appressive-geometry moud
nike, a mountain bike, @ twdem, tod @ ok bike. Adl but the
Tast have come wde, w0 ow we'te asking for an 'SL7 mad frume
with thinmer-wall, thore resiliént tubmp,

One e benelit of o supcr—npld frame, howeser, 15 nbag
lntely oo shpmmy or other bandiing guirks at high apeed. The

SRAMM gave me complete confilerce when planging down the 3
gnasliest descents | nde. In fact, the Bike's bandling is spor-on
for itk intended purpode) st recreitional nding and rowd racing.
| wouldn’t even feel disadvantged o o critemum if 1 lined up
pext b s poy on an SO vepainn

Cannondale's compopent welection lor Lhe SR"IJUU 1 mood,
with & few aaceptions. This |s the thod time in 2 vears ['ve com-
plained sbonr wy-called allurnnm hindlehars, so [ don’ R T
overda it. But this design fs & particstlizly bad match with ST1
[uml Control broke/shift fevers. The har ingreases the disiance o
(b, reguiring extra maneavering o shift. This would be extm
troshlesome for a rider with small hands, Alsy, a $3 100 glain-
ring puired with 8 39T makes a nice-lodking gear chart, but o
the road it requires upstufting o1 dnwnq‘nfrnm 2 O Indee reor
cogh each time you change the fronl, THis might be worlh the
tronshle of you nde in mountains where the 39T lowsar pears ame
peeded, burl utherwise @ 42T is hetter. Fenully, the bike'< 1 70-mhm
crankarms are too shom for a S8-cm performance ke Cannons
dake shoold instull 172.5¢ end offer 1755 & a no-cost option

We've disciissed H-speed ST several times this year The Sy
tam is proliferiting ameag peo racers, who value the ability 1o
dhift while stnding 1o climb or inssandy {ined the right cog inn
apeine. You'll wlso shft more often and neyer sy 0 the wrong
gear, for long. However, STE is § ounces heavigr than conven-
fronal brake levers and down-tube shitters. Anifier dizsdvaniig:
in [he tendency to bruke slightly when shifting (especinlly the
front dentillenr), buol experience and o litle concenmaiion solve
this, Then ST with Hyperglide provides the quickest and quigiest
geal chunges of nny system, and does it under tull power should
the: peck cateh you napping. Braking requires only o light tuch,
but is predictable and poweriul.

Canndule specifies an excellent pair of wheeld and 1ires.
Mivic's Open 4CD chincher rims with double eyelety are strung
yer rensonably Hght, and 32 spakes is nght for this hike. Miche-

L' TOOR20C cmpenmnp HD tires are the néxt best thing o -
bulors apd ape even being roged by pros, The only thing I'd
change 15 the spokes, using butied rather than straight gauge’
They cost (mord, but 1xy, this 15 8 2-grmnd bike,

Saving the bew Tiw lasl, the SN0 s pray/silverrwhite metal-
flake fade paimd is the linest we've seen en 3 Cannondale. 11 bur-
minizes perfecily with (be polished sluminum components wnd
their gray aml bluck accents, giving the bike the paised Iook of a
Tewtonic supercar. 1t won adminson from everyone, @

CANNONDALE SR2000
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